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Huron County Cruisers “On the Road Again”!
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As we have not been able to run any Cruise Nights at all this
summer, many of the vehicle owners have requested another
Tour of Howick! So don’t put your vehicles away yet, or the
spectators who enjoyed our last “show”, keep your lawn chairs
handy for a while yet!
On Sunday afternoon, September 13th, we will be running another tour in Howick. We will be visiting some new areas of
Howick, as well as Belmore, Wroxeter, Gorrie and Fordwich.
We do not want to spend too much time on the busy roads,
so will be heading for the County and Township roads as much
as possible. Spectators should be able to find lots of spots to
bring their lawn chairs along the route printed below.
Participants are asked to be at the Howick Community Centre by 1:00 p.m. to get registered, and leave there
at 130 p.m. sharp. Masks and/or social distancing MUST
be maintained while on Community Centre property.
We will be heading east on Harriston Road.
At Howick-Minto Townline, turn left to Clifford.
At stop sign in Clifford, turn left again and follow to Fordwich Line. Follow Fordwich Line to Howick-Turnberry Line,
turn right. At McIntosh Line, turn right and follow to McIntosh Church, Turn lwft on Huron – Bruce Line. to Belmore.
In Belmore, turn left to Belmore Line. Follow to Harriston Road, At stop sign, turn right, across bridge, and
immediate left to Brussels Line, County Rd. 12, At second corner, left to Wroxeter. Follow through Wroxeter,
across the bridge, and immediately turn right to Gibson St.
At Harriston Rd., right to Gorrie. At Gorrie, right turn
to the main street. Follow through Gorrie to CreamContinued on page 5
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Marion's Musings
After five plus months, the kids will be heading back to school
shortly. It is going to be difficult for them to settle back into
class after such a long break! I am sure they will be happy to
see all their friends again, but under a whole new set of rules!
Is it too soon? I do not know for sure how I feel about that.
Our friends and family in Denmark have been back for a few
weeks now, and it seems to be going OK, but many of their
schools are much smaller than we have here. When I think
back to my elementary school days, it would have been much
different. We were all from the immediate area, and it was a
very different way of life. That is one advantage we do have
here that the cities do not have – with such heavily populated
communities and faced with it on a daily basis. There is a lot
to be said for living in the country! It was very noticeable with
the increase of traffic following the opening of Phase 3, with
so many city people heading out camping on the weekends.
I do hope that the numbers of cases continue to drop,
and that the 2nd wave of Covid does not hit as predicted!
I am still so disappointed at the number of individuals
who are refusing to wear masks. I saw an interesting comment somewhere recently, if you cannot stand to wear a
mask, how do you think you will do living on a respirator?
How many of you have been watching hockey playoffs and
baseball on the television in the last few weeks? Not having a television, I have been listening on the radio, and
finding it difficult to remember which game will be played
when! Did we ever think we would be cheering for the Maple Leafs one night, and the Blue Jays the next day? Since
the Leafs are out of the playoffs, I have not been as interested in the hockey. And if I did miss a Leafs game, I
would head to Facebook the next morning to see what
kind of mood one certain young lady in Fordwich was in.
If she was in a grumpy mood, I knew right away the Leafs
had lost. If it was all smiley faces, all was OK. Right, Jen?
Yes, it has been a very “turned around world” the last while.
May we only be able to turn a fresh leaf in 2021!
Marion
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Thank you for your service!

The Howick Firefighters would like to congratulate and thank Bil Graham
for his 25 years of service with the Howick Fire Department. Bil was presented a 25 year plaque and pin by Fire Chief Edwards and achievement
scrolls were received from both our local MP and MPP.
Thank you Bil for your 25 years of service and commitment to both the
fire department and the community.

DON GIBSON
CONSTRUCTION LTD.
LTD
45530 Perth Rd. 178
Gowanstown, ON
N0G 1Y0
Ph # 519-335-3713
cell # 519-291-0521
FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION
AND RENOVATION NEEDS
www.howicknews.ca

Coming together for a better Howick

Just like other rural communities, vitality is at the heart of Howick . Our community of Gorrie, Fordwich, Wroxeter, Belmore
and Lakelet make us one great township. I am positive many
families reflect with stories about Howick, and you know they
are bragging more than they are complaining. Thoughts go
back to our settlers, those families that stayed strong together and built what was needed, and through our communities’
continuous growth we kept building- schools, churches, playgrounds, ball diamonds and soccer fields. We had volunteer
groups developing youth programs, and fundraising for community betterment. Our township fathers have made a lot of
great things happen. I remember Wroxeter’s Ghost Town to
Host Town days. That took initiative, and created a lot of pride
amongst the community. We have had fantastic celebrations,
bringing families and friends together again and again to tell
stories and remember our younger days.
COMMUNITY GROWTH and DEVELOPMENT
"Development increases choices, sustains positive attitudes,
improves the function of institutions and enhances quality of
life."
It can Happen in Howick -- In order to foster great outcomes,
we need to do it together. Rethinking assets, developing networks, building local cooperation and acting on local passion
and motivation. This comes from the people, having the confidence to make a change and being willing to start an uncertain process, or uncomfortable conversation.
What's Missing? -¬- As many communities face similar situations such as housing shortages / affordability, employee retention and attraction, food shortage, volunteer organizations
and support services lacking funding, and of course Covid-19
ripple effects, we also have an opportunity! What can we do
in our community that would help our area families.
Recently a few volunteers gathered to research the need for
day care services in Howick. With a survey that reached 57
households in 10 days, we found out that there is a need for
49 children, between the ages of 18 mos-6 years.
Further research is being looked into regarding available facility rentals, possible smaller childcare co-operatives in each
community, workshops for home day care options.
We see the need for local services with the benefits of smaller
daycares.
Starting this conversation, and looking into solutions will
hopefully lead to helping local families. If you are interested
in learning more, interested in attending a workshop regarding setting up home-based day cares, private and licensed, to
creating a co-operative child care please contact Hailey (Hailey21@live.ca)
If you feel you could add insight, or assistance, or just interested in this movement join this committee, please contact
Megan Gibson (mgibson@howick.ca) or Sharon DArcey (Sharon.darcey@gmail.com). Volunteers are needed to meet once
a month.
Let’s stimulate conversation, make change and support each
other.
www.howicknews.ca

September 2020

Our cemeteries in each community are in
need of funding, and its being suggested
IDEA ONE!
that donations be sent in to the township
office. Maybe it’s time to look into purchasing a plot, and have those dollars invested
directly into your future real estate needs. https://howick.ca/
community/cemetery
Where is there real estate in our township?
Can development happen to give younger
families a chance to stay or return to their
IDEA TWO!
home town, with apartments or tinier
homes?
Is there investment opportunities that
would result in community growth and
future development? Look at the BARN one man built in
Brussels -and the Sparling family built the CowBell Brewery
in Blyth.
Think about your legacy. What are your ideas?

Tricky mail boxes and Attack Spiders!

As with any new business, there will be some bumps along the
way! Since taking over the What's Happening in Howick newsletter in August, I thought maybe I could save some money
by delivering to the rural routes myself. Big mistake! I have a
new found respect for our mail delivery drivers! I had no idea
what the job entailed and now appreciate what they deal with
on a daily basis. I bet you have no idea how many different
mail boxes are out there or that trying to figure out how to
open them requires a McGiver degree. Stick your tongue out,
twist the handle, bang on the left side not the right and viola it
opens! Some have weeds and prickly thistles growing around
them and others have attack spiders waiting to pounce when
you open them! (Serious attack spiders!!) For those that have
easy open mail boxes...I thank you! To everyone who owns
a mail box in Howick Township remember to thank your mail
delivery person every once in a while. It is not an easy job,
and I can't even imagine what it must be like in the winter, at
least there won't be any spiders! I also apologize to anyone
who did not receive their newsletter last month, Howick is a
big townsip and I might have missed a few mailboxes! Will be
going back to regular mail service this month.
Speaking of mail, I would also like to mention that I have sent
out letters to all the business in Howick and a few in the surrounding area to think about advertising in our newsletter.
I have received many great comments on keeping this paper going, but without advertising it is financially impossible.
There is printing and mailing costs to consider. What's Happening promotes shopping local and if we all support each
other we can keep our community thriving! I hope to hear
from you and hope we can work together to advertise your
business!
I am also looking for people who would be interested in submitting stories on a regular basis. Hopefully soon we will be
getting back to our normal lives and things like special interest
groups and sports will be returning to our township. A regular
update on Howick Hockey news would be great, or a regular
update on what is happening in all of our villages. A historical
column, or religious column. If you are interested, please feel
free to contact me at whatshappeninginhowick@gmail.com
Penny
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FROM THE TOWNSHIP OFFICE
Council meetings are scheduled for September 1 at 9 am and
September 15, 2020 at 7 pm in the Howick Council chambers at the municipal office. Agendas are posted on Howick’s
website on the Friday preceding the meeting. All meetings of
Council are open to the public.
Highlights from the August 18, 2020 Howick Council meeting:
•
Council approved the Howick Community Centre auditorium open for rentals starting September 1 2020
•
Council approved changing the speed limit at the intersection of County Road 12 and Main Street Wroxeter from
50km ahead to 50km beings
•
The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing announced Howick will receive $90,100 to support COVID-19
operating costs and pressures
There has been an increase of people using the Wroxeter
bridge to jump into the water. This has raised a major safety
concern for the Township and for many residents in Wroxeter
as well. The Wroxeter bridge contains a dam underneath with
shallow, fast flowing water that creates a dangerous situation
for anyone who enters the water in this area. The Township
has erected signage and increased By-law Enforcement patrols in this area to educate the community about the danger
and risk associated with jumping off the bridge. The Township
of Howick is hoping that this strategy, as well as help from the
community, will mitigate the desire to jump off the Wroxeter
bridge and keep the community safe!
The Township of Howick asks all residents and visitors to
continue respecting all public health guidelines, including
performing hand hygiene, practicing physical distancing, and
staying home if feeling ill. Stay informed on the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) situation in Howick Township by visiting the Huron-Perth Public Health website at www.hpph.ca
“Lock It or Lose It" encourages members of the public to take
some simple steps that will help protect their vehicles from
theft. Vehicles with unlocked doors or open windows are an
invitation to thieves.
•
Always roll up your vehicle’s windows, lock the doors
and pocket the key
•
Never leave your vehicle unattended while it is running
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•
If you have a garage, use it and lock the door as well
as your vehicle
•
Never leave your car keys in plain view or in an easily
accessible area
•
Keep your vehicle registration certificate and proof of
insurance on you at all times, don’t leave these documents in
your glove compartment
•
Always park your vehicle in a well-lit area
•
Never leave valuable objects or packages in full view,
put them in the trunk
•
Give only your ignition key to a parking lot attendant,
keep all other keys with you
Do you have a community event you would like posted on Howick’s website? Submit your information at https://howick.
ca/add-your-community-event. For up to date information,
contact the municipal office at 519-335-3208 or check out
the website at www.howick.ca.
Remember to test your well water! Test bottles can be picked
up at the municipal office but must be dropped off at a Public
Health Ontario Laboratory sites. Check out our website for a
listing of local drop off sites and hours as well as steps you can
take to reduce your risk of consuming contaminated water.
The Final Tax Bills have been mailed out. The next due date
is Friday September 25th, failure to receive a tax bill does not
relieve a taxpayer from responsibility for payment of taxes
or penalty for late payment. There are several payment options available now – at the municipal office and after hours
drop box, your financial institution, telephone/internet banking, preauthorurized payments, and “Pay Simply” available
through our web site allows for credit card payments and
other options.

I

PUBLIC WORKS
and RECREATION

Spencetown Road is closed from
Fordwich Line to Tollgate Line starting June 29, 2020 for approximately 3 months.

The landfill is on summer hours,
Wednesday and Saturday 9 am – 4 pm; these hours will remain in effect until November 1, 2020.
Howick Township would like to thank all those who attended
and abided by the new COVID-19 safety measures to keep
everyone safe at the Howick Optimist Pool this season; the
township greatly appreciates your patronage.
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Howick Township is pleased to announce the opening of
the Auditorium for rentals at the Howick Community Center
starting September 1st 2020. For details please visit either
the Howick Community Centre Facebook page, our website
www.howick.ca or contact us by phone at 519-335-3883.
www.howicknews.ca
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Mosquitoes in Perth
County Test Positive for
West Nile Virus

Huron Perth Public Health is reminding residents to protect
themselves against mosquito bites following confirmation
that mosquitoes collected from a trap in Mitchell tested positive for West Nile Virus (WNV). This is the first positive mosquito finding of the season for Perth County.
“It’s not surprising to see positive mosquito pools in the
month of August,” says Kaitlyn Kelly, Public Health Inspector.
“In the late summer months, people are at greatest risk of
contracting West Nile Virus, so it is important to protect yourself while outdoors when mosquitoes are most active.”
Mosquito Surveillance and Control Activities
The Health Unit has been trapping and testing mosquitoes
in locations across Huron and Perth since June 8. To reduce
the risk of potential WNV transmission, larvicide is applied
to roadside catch basins in Stratford, St. Marys, Listowel and
Mitchell this summer to help reduce mosquito breeding.
West Nile Virus in Humans
In Ontario, no probable or confirmed human cases of WNV
have been reported. Not everyone who is bitten by an infected mosquito will show symptoms of the virus. Of those who
do show symptoms, most will experience mild illness, including fever, headache, body aches, nausea, vomiting and rash
on chest, stomach or back. About 1 in 150 people infected will
get seriously ill, with symptoms like high fever, muscle weakness, vision loss and coma. WNV can lead to death.
Symptoms usually develop between two and 15 days after being bitten by an infected mosquito. People older than 50 are
most at risk for WNV infection as are those with weakened
immune systems.
Protect Yourself from Mosquito Bites
People can protect themselves from mosquito bites by:

Using an insect repellent when outdoors containing
DEET or Icaridin. Be sure to follow the manufacturer’s
directions.
Covering up with light-colored clothes, long sleeves and pants
when outdoors or in areas where mosquito activity is high.
Taking extra protection measures at dusk and dawn when
mosquitoes are most active.
Removing standing water around the home at least once a
week to reduce mosquito breeding grounds.
For more information:
Call Health Line at 1-888-221-2133 ext. 3267
Visit www.hpph.ca Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

KELLOGG CONSULTING

SEPTIC SYSTEM & LAND DEVELOPMENT
Design - Inspection -Applications
All sizes (MOE & local) + System Reports

519-327-8535
www.howicknews.ca

You Don’t Want
to
End
Up Here!

“On the Road Again”!
Continued from front

left again and on to Fordwich Line, County Rd. 30 , Left
through to main street of Fordwich, cross bridge and
up hill first right to Fordwich Village Nursing Home.
Left at ball park, onto William St., first corner, left again, then
right to follow Patrick St., which becomes Fordwich Line to
Harriston Rd., Left back to the Community Centre.

Martin’s Nursery
TREES & SHRUBS

Shade trees Fruit Trees
Spruce Pine Cedars
& much
more.

BEE SUPPLY
Etc

Quality Wood Ware
Your one stop store for Bees and Bee Supplies

EMANUEL E. MARTIN

42661 Orangehill Road RR #1 Wroxeter, ON N0G 2X0
One concession North of Wroxeter on Belmore Line

MAITLAND AGRI SERVICES
44271 GOUGH RD.
GORRIE, ON
N0G 1X0
Andrew Cell: 519-291-0490

RIVERSIDE AUTO BODY
All types of mechanical repairs

GENERAL & COLLISION REPAIRS
6 days a week

Belmore 519-392-6448
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Dear Howick,

Letter to Howick Residents

I have been a doctor of internal medicine for the past 10
years - graduating from Queen's, residency at McMaster,
fellowships in England and New Zealand and Howick was
my home. I now live in Vancouver and Vancouver Island
and am an Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine at the
University of BC. For the last 8 months I have been
trying to understand COVID and how to keep my loved
ones and my patient's safe.
I thought I might share some advice as many of you
will remember me from hockey and might appreciate my
thoughts as a doctor and an old friend.  
Firstly, thank you so much to all those people who have
suffered financially in order to slow this stupid virus. We
in the medical system are profoundly grateful for your
sacrifices. I was terrified of a New York type surge and
thanks to the efforts and sacrifices of Canadians most
areas have not suffered this fate - yet.
Secondly - I believe in masks. This virus has to be airborne. Mask up, and thank those around you wearing a
mask, because they are protecting you.

avoid the tube. If you are less then 30 and can run 5
miles then ignore this message. But if you are over 45
and a bit overweight now is the time to buy some good
runners and crank it up.
Statia's, Gibson's, Livermores, Douglas', Webers, Ruttans, Feldskov's, Wheelers, Doubleday's, start exercising, lose some weight, make your new year's resolution
early. Doctors try to encourage people to be fit, old
friends try harder. Get through this fall safe.
Hello to all, I am so proud to be a Canadian and to be
from Howick.
Best,
Jayson Potts MD, FRCPC, MEng.

ATTENTION HOWICK MINOR
HOCKEY FAMILIES!!!

Third - I think the fall is going to be rough and I am
setting my sites on the new year of 2021 to be a time of
hope - I think that vaccine will come and will attenuate
the severe illness. So the job is to get to 2021 safe and
healthy.
The real reason I am writing is to promote the value of
cardiovascular exercise. Please get walking and biking,
jogging and skating. Exercise will help you lose weight
and will reduce your blood pressure. I think exercise
makes people younger. Start slow, ramp it up gradually
and get in the best shape of your life. Now is the time
to get exercising.  
I remain afraid of getting COVID. Part of my preparation is to go jogging because I know that outcomes are
better for fit, non-obese, normotensive people. I would
prefer to avoid a ventilator and if I have great cardiovascular fitness when/if I get COVID I might be able to

Howick Minor Hockey is geared up to have
teams for the 2020/2021 hockey season.
We are currently taking registration for all age
groups. Check out www.howickminorhock.com
for the registration form and please have submitted with payment by September 11, 2020.
Register early to secure your spot as each team
will be limited to 9 skaters and 1 goalie.

Hope to see you all out this season!!

HOWICK MINOR HOCKEY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

CUSTOM DOZING INC

Wroxeter, On
519-335-6001 519-291-8434
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL FARM LICENCED SEPTIC INSTALLER
SCREENED AND UNSCREENED TOPSOIL
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is being held on

September 22, 2020 @ 7:30

(tentative location Howick Arena - check for
the location on the website closer to the date!).
Everyone welcome to attend.
We are always welcome to new members
interested in joining!
www.howicknews.ca

COMMUNITY CHURCHES
FORDWICH UNITED CHURCH
3080 Patrick St., Fordwich
Church services will resume on September 13, 2020.
Church: 519-335-6242
fordwichunited@wightman.ca
MCINTOSH & MILDMAY UNITED CHURCHES
WILL HAVE WORSHIP AT MCINTOSH CHURCH
AT 10:00 A.M. ON AUGUST 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
IF SERVICES CAN TAKE PLACE.
YOU ARE WELCOME AT ANY OR ALL SERVICES!
MCINTOSH CONTACTS:
DAVE MAWHINNEY 519-392-6710
DEANNE DICKSON 519-335-3748
GORRIE - 9:45 A.M.
WROXETER - 11:00 A.M.
DuetoCOVID19,theGorrie/WroxeterUnitedChurchesareclosed.
SundaymorningliveserviceswithRev.JeffHawkinswillcontinueat
10:30 am.
We thank everyone who is able to join us through our facebook
page, Gorrie Wroxeter United Church.
For the latest updates, please continue to follow us facebook.
Please stay safe.
Call 519-335-3475 or email wintmute@ wightman.ca
Please stay safe during these difficult times.
ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
7 Clarke St. N., Clifford
Rev. J. Rinas, as Pastor
Sunday School and Bible Class @ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Divine Service @ 10:00 a.m.
E-mail:stjohnsoffice@wightman.ca
Office 519-327-8298; Church Basement 519-327-8262
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Kurt E. Reinhardt
Sunday School/Bible Class 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Divine Service 11:00 a.m.
Phone: (519) 291-1165 Email: trinity1874@gmail.com
6784B Perth Line 88,Kurtzville, Ontario
A Congregation of LUTHERAN CHURCH - CANADA
FORDWICH BIC Community Church
Questions contact Pastor Mike
or Terri @ 519-335-3479
e-mail: pastorbicfordwich@outlook.com
Facebook page @ Fordwich BIC Community Church
Family Worship Sundays @ 10:30-11:45
ROOTS & WINGS Sundays 11:00- 11:45
Children: ages 3 to 10yrs.
www.howicknews.ca
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BELMORE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Join us for Worship Service at 9:30 am
Everyone is welcome!
Contacts: Rev. Carel Grundlingh
226-222-0051 carel.grundlingh@gmail.com
Rev. Larry Skinner 519-492-0081
larryskinner@cyg.net
Abe Versteeg 519-327-8578

GORRIE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
www.gbfchurch.net
Find us on Facebook!
All are welcome to our
Sunday Worship Gatherings
at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
We are excited to be hosting services
in person again!
Please contact us directly for church
service information, as the province continues to
update guidelines for opening back up.
Phone: 519.335.3500,
E-Mail: info@gbfchurch.net
ATK Care Group Limited

Fordwich Village Nursing Home
3063 Adelaide St. Fordwich, Ontario

Member of the Ontario Long Term
Care Association Accredited with CARF
International/CARF Canada Fire Sprinkler
System Throughout the Home 33 Long
Term Care Beds Client Centred Approach to Care 24 Hour Registered
Nurse Supervision Compassionate, Caring, Understanding

“A Home Away From Home”

For further information, or to arrange for a tour, contact the Administrator/Director of Care (519) 335-3168 or
email susan.j@fordwichvillage.ca

Reaching every home in Howick,
ADVERTISE IN

What’s Happening in Howick
CONTACT:
Marion Feldskov-519-335-3269-whatshappening2008@live.com
Penny Zurbrigg - 519-292-6732 - pzurbrig@gmail.com
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN HOWICK LIBRARY
Howick Library will be open Saturdays from 11:00-2:00pm
for curbside appointments.

For the health and safety of staff and patrons, curbside
service is available by appointment only. Patrons must
first place a hold on a desired item by visiting the library's
online catalogue at huroncounty.ca/library, or if you need
assistance please call the library @ 519-335-6899. After
the items have been reserved , library staff will contact
the patron to schedule a curbside pick up appointment.
All pickups will take place outside the libraries main entrance. Please have your library card handy to confirm
your identity. Social distancing is required at all times so
please stand 2m back from the pick up table to allow staff
to come outside to serve you.
Thank you for your time, have a great day.
Howick Public Library
45088 Harriston Rd.
519.335.6899

"By all these lovely tokens September days
are here, with Summer's best of weather and
Autumn's best of cheer!"

The market trades 17 1/2 hours a day

How much does it cost to have us watch it for you?
What is your price goal?
Are you in the market for
when it happens?

It’s

100%
Free
Target contracts
help you lock in
profit anytime!
- you choose the price (or multiple prices)
- you choose when and where to deliver
- you choose the bushel amount

www.rollingacresgrain.com

519-367-2060
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When is Canadian Labour Day?

Labour Day is a statutory national holiday celebrated throughout Canada on the first Monday in September.
The September date has remained unchanged, even though
the government has been encouraged to adopt May 1st as Labour Day, the date celebrated by the majority of the rest of
the world.
Moving the holiday, in addition to breaking with tradition,
could have been viewed as aligning the Canadian labour
movements with internationalist sympathies. Another major
reason for keeping the current September date is that the
United States celebrates its Labor Day on the same day.

History of Canadian Labour Day

The origins of Labour Day in Canada can be traced back to a
printer's revolt in 1872 in Toronto when labourers tried to establish a maximum 54-hour workweek. At that time, any union
activity was considered illegal and the organizers were jailed.
Protest marches of over 10,000 formed in response. This eventually led to the Prime Minister Sir John A. Macdonald repealing the anti-union laws and arranging the release of the organizers as well.
The parades held in support of the Nine-Hour Movement and
the printers' strike led to an annual celebration. The date was
officially declared as a national holiday in Canada on July 23rd
1894 by the government of Prime Minister John Thompson.

How is Labour Day celebrated?

While some Labour Day parades and picnics are organized by
unions, most Canadians simply regard Labour Day as the Monday of the last long weekend of summer. Families with schoolage children take it as the last chance to travel before the end
of summer. Some teenagers and young adults view it as the
last weekend for parties before returning to school, which traditionally begin their new year the day after.
A traditional Labour Day event in Canada is the Labour Day
Classic, a Canadian Football League event where rivals play on
Labour Day weekend.
www.howicknews.ca

An open letter to Huron-Bruce residents
MPP Thompson addresses school openings
HURON-BRUCE — Across the Riding of Huron-Bruce, and indeed, across the province, parents are asking questions about
having their children return to school in September. ‘Will it be
safe?’ ‘Is there a plan?’ ‘Is the government providing additional funding for all the extra expenses?’ ‘Are there alternatives?’
To all of these questions I want to ensure you that the answer
is a resounding ‘YES!’
The health and well-being of our students and school staff
always has been the primary focus of this plan. That is why
we are providing school boards with unprecedented resources and flexibility, while accommodating regional differences
in trends of key public health indicators. This plan was developed in consultation with the Chief Medical Officer of Health,
the provincial COVID-19 Command Table and paediatric experts. I am pleased to share that our local school boards are
working very closely with our Medical Officers of Health as
well.
The Ontario government is providing more than half a billion
dollars in supports to school boards to ensure schools will reopen safely in September. These supports will enable school
boards to provide more physical distancing in classrooms and
direct funding to utilize non-school community spaces, and
will allow boards to make adjustments based on their own
local needs.
The initiatives include:
·
$60 million in procurement of medical and cloth masks
for students and staff, with direction to boards to ensure
that students who cannot afford a mask are provided one;
·
$30 million for teacher staffing to support supervision,
keeping classes small and other safety related measures;
·
$50 million to hire up to 500 additional school-focused
nurses in public health units to provide rapid-response
support to schools and boards in facilitating public health
and preventative measures, including screening, testing,
tracing and mitigation strategies;
·
Over $23 million to provide testing capacity to help keep
schools safe;
·
$75 million in funding to hire over 900 additional custo
dians and purchase cleaning supplies for schools;
·
$40 million to clean school buses, to ensure that stu
dents are in a thoroughly cleaned transportation envi
ronment;
·
$10 million for health and safety training for occasional
teachers, who have historically not been covered by
professional development that is offered to permanent
teachers;
· $10 million to support special needs students in the class
room; and
·
$10 million to support student mental health.
www.howicknews.ca
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This funding is in addition to a $25 million investment in mental health and technology, which will see an additional $10
million dedicated to mental health staff, resources, and programs, as well as $15 million in technology funding to support
the procurement of over 35,000 devices for Ontario's students
to support their synchronous learning in-school and beyond.
Elementary schools (Kindergarten to Grade 8) will reopen
province-wide, with in-class instruction five days a week.
Secondary schools will reopen with a normal daily schedule,
five days a week, while most secondary schools will start the
school year in an adapted model of part-time attendance with
class cohorts of up to 15 students alternating between attending in-person and online.
Students from Grade 4-12 and school staff will be required to
wear masks, but we respect the final decision of school boards
if they choose to broaden that directive to the younger classes.
Parents will continue to have the option to enroll their children in remote delivery, which respects their fundamental
role in making the final determination of whether they feel
safe with their children returning to school.
This is a living plan that can change and is adaptable to different public health situations and it is based on the rigorous and
data-informed guidance of leading medical, epidemiological,
and paediatric leaders in the province.
In the event of positive cases of COVID-19 among students,
parents, teachers, or other staff, these protocols will enable
immediate action by health and education sector officials to
identify, track, and mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in the education system. Every school board will have communication
protocols in place to keep families informed.
These are challenging and uncertain times, but I am very encouraged by how Huron-Bruce residents, businesses, and organizations alike have responded to this pandemic. I appreciate everyone’s comments and input. We will do whatever it
takes to ensure your children and their teachers and all school
staff will be safe.
As always, I welcome your concerns and comments. Please
call my offices – 519-396-3007(Kincardine) or 519-523-4251
(Blyth) or email me at lisa.thompsonco@pc.ola.org.

Sincerely;
Lisa Thompson
MPP
Huron-Bruce

Pre painted Metal
Roofing, Siding, Trim
Eavestroughing
Supplies
ADEN B.M. MARTIN
43860 HOWICK TURNBERRY RD. Cannonball Door
WROXETER, ON N0G 2X0
Track & Hardware
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Gorrie Conservation Area – next steps
Maitland Conservation Moves Ahead With
Next Steps at Gorrie Conservation Area
The Members of Maitland Conservation recently approved
the submission of a conceptual plan for decommissioning the
Gorrie Dam to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
(MNRF). This is the next step in the process of decommissioning the dam and developing a remediation plan for the site.
Part of the earthen berm to the south of the dam failed in June
2017. In June 2019, after reviewing a study of alternatives for
the dam, the Conservation Authority membership decided to
begin the process of decommissioning the structure which is
located at Gorrie Conservation Area.
Prior to decommissioning the dam, the Conservation Authority must obtain approval from the MNRF and meet requirements set out in the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act. GSS
Engineering was contracted to develop a draft conceptual plan
for the site. Through this process it was determined that a full
decommissioning plan that allows for continued community
green space is best suited for the Gorrie property.
The draft plan includes a number of components:
Removal of all in-water concrete structures to provide a natural river corridor
Channel design that includes vortex weirs to improve fish habitat with riffles and pools Maintaining narrow channel sections
to create flow and a variety of river habitats.
Rebuilding a section of the southern berm with onsite materials to provide protection to the picnic shelter and parkland.
Lowering the southern berm height and regrading the slopes.
Placing concrete in the old sluiceway and using the sluiceway
berm to fill and level the area.
Regrading and adding topsoil to the island. Using a stepped
bank design to allow river flows to pass over this area.
David Turton, Maitland Conservation Chair, reports that there
are two phases to the Gorrie project.

“Phase one involves decommissioning the dam structure and
phase two will be the restoration of the parkland. Remediation of the pond area will happen after phase one has been
completed and the river corridor has had time to adjust to the
removal of the dam,” says Turton.
Over the summer Maitland Conservation staff expect to meet
with MNRF representatives to review the conceptual plan and
background information. Staff will also be meeting with the
Township of Howick to update Council on the decommissioning process and plans are underway for public consultation
outreach in late summer or early fall. The format of this outreach will be determined by the status of the COVID-19 situation.
“We may be seeking community comments about the conceptual plan on-line or in small groups depending on advice from
local health officials,” explained Turton.
For information please contact:
Stewart Lockie, Conservation Areas Coordinator
519-335-3557 ext. 234
slockie@mvca.on.ca

MITCH HUNT
HEATING & COOLING
Installation and Service

519-291-8943

1088 Centre Street, Wroteter

FORDWICH DINER

Now Open for
Dine-In or Takeout
Tuesday to Saturday
8 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Phone 519-335-4288

We thank our customers for their support over
the last 14 years, especially the last 3 1/2 months
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Obituaries

Phyllis McMichael
At Wingham & District Hospital on Wednesday, August 05,
2020, Phyllis McMichael
formerly of Wroxeter and
more recently Wingham and Lucknow,
passed away at the
age of 88.
Phyllis
Agnes
(Ford) was the
beloved wife of
the late Glenn
McMichael who
predeceased her in
2017. Loving mom
of Marjorie Ann
McMichael
and
David & Bonnie McMichael. Cherished
grandma of Bradley
and Michelle McMichael.
Dear sister of Kathy Edgar
and Joyce Rizzo and sister-in-law of Dr. William Murphy, Ron &
Ethel McMichael and Lloyd Lamont. Auntie Phyl will be lovingly remembered by her nieces and nephews, as well as her extended family and many friends. Predeceased by her parents
William & Marjorie (née Little) Ford, sister Marguerite Murphy, brothers-in-law Robert Edgar and Santo Rizzo and sisterin-law Shirley Lamont.
Phyllis was born in Normanby Township on March 21, 1932, the
eldest daughter of William & Marjorie Ford. The family moved
to Gorrie in 1946 and resided there until 1953 where Phyllis
met Glenn at a Junior Farmer’s dance. They were married April
24, 1954 and settled west of Wroxeter where they farmed until
1994 when they moved to town. Both Phyllis and Glenn were
actively involved in the Wroxeter United Church and its many
committees for several years. When Phyllis wasn’t busy as a
farm wife, she could be found baking her yummy pies, sewing, gardening, cross country skiing or entertaining family and
friends. Most of all, she enjoyed family gatherings, many of
which were hosted at “the farm”. Phyllis and Glenn downsized
and took up residence on Carling Terrace in Wingham in 2007
where they met many new friends and joined the Wingham
United Church. For the final three years of her life, Phyllis lived
a happy, contented life at Nine Mile Villa in Lucknow.
A private memorial will take place. Final resting place, Wroxeter Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations to the
Heart & Stroke Foundation, Alzheimer’s Society of Huron
County or a charity of choice would be appreciated as expressions of sympathy.
Online condolences at www.mcburneyfuneralhome.com
Excerpt from Fahrenheit 451
“Everyone must leave something behind when he dies,
my grandfather said.
A child or a book or a painting or a house or a wall built
or a pair of shoes made.Or a garden planted.
Something your hand touched some way so
your soul has somewhere to go when you die,
and when people look at that tree or that flower you planted,
you’re there. It doesn’t matter what you do,
he said, so as long as you change something from the way it was
before you touched it into
something that’s like you after you take your hands away.”
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Tinkess, Ken

At Fordwich Village Nursing Home on Tuesday, August 11,
2020, Kenneth Winston Tinkess of Listowel,
in his 90th year. Beloved husband of the
late
Kathleen
(Dewe) Tinkess.
Father of James
Tinkess of Duncan,
B.C., Allan Tinkess,
and Cathy & John
Borton, all of Listowel, May Albrecht
of Blyth, and Melody & Fraser Hayden
of Gorrie, and father-in-law of Dave
Ross of Listowel.
Also survived by 11
grandchildren
and
17
great-grandchildren.
Predeceased by his daughter Joy Kerwin and son-in-law Dave
Albrecht.
A private family funeral service was held at the Eaton Funeral
Home, Listowel on Friday, August 14, 2020 with interment in
Fairview Cemetery, Listowel.
Memorial donations to Canadian Diabetes Association or Arthritis Society would be appreciated.

Dainel B Martin

Dainel B Martin of RR#1 Clifford ON died peacefully at his
home on Wednesday, August 19th, 2020 in his 84th year.
Survived by his wife Sarah Martin (Hoover) and 14 children
Paul H (Esther) Martin of RR#1 Clifford ON, Magdalena (Benhard) Doerksen of Neuland Belize, Rufus (Rebecca) Martin of
RR#1 Bruce Mines ON, Leah (David M) Martin of RR#1 Clifford
ON, Saloma (Isaak) Doerksen of RR#2 Desbarats ON, Sarah
(Manassah) Serk of RR#2 Douglas ON, Moses (Betsey) Martin of RR#1 Douglas ON, Minerva (Israel) Sherk of RR#1 Wroxeter ON, Daniel (Lizzie) Martin of RR#1 Wroxeter ON, David
(Susannah) Martin of RR#2 Wingham ON, Lucinda (Christian)
Brubacher of RR#1 Wroxeter ON, Luke (Annie) Martin of RR#1
Clifford On, Veronica (Isaac) Brubacher of RR#1 Clifford ON
and Mary (Marvin) Martin of RR#1 Clifford ON. Also survived
by 130 grandchildren and 83 great grandchildren, two brothers and one sister.
Predeceased by one brother and four sisters.
Funeral Service was on Saturday August 22nd, 2020 8:30 am
from his home and thence to North Howick Meeting House at
9:00 am for further services and burial in adjoining cemetery.
Arrangements entrusted to Riverside Funeral Home.
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Ontario supporting non-profits as Province recovers from COVID-19

Grant program will ensure local Royal Canadian Legions and non-profits can continue to
deliver vital services
HURON-BRUCE – The Ontario government is investing $83
million through the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) to provide grants to help eligible non-profit organizations across
the province - including non-profits, food banks, and Royal Canadian Legion branches - recover from the impacts of
COVID-19 and continue to deliver the vital programming our
community needs.
“We are blessed to have so many dedicated volunteer organizations across Huron-Bruce that do so much for their
local communities,” said Huron-Bruce MPP Lisa Thompson.
“These groups have always shown the Ontario spirit and they
are doing their part to help others during this difficult time.”
“The Resilient Communities Fund is a tremendous example
of the innovation and flexibility of Ontario agencies,” said,
Lisa MacLeod, Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries. “While we work towards the province’s economic and social recovery, we’re proud to support programs
like the OTF Resilient Communities Fund that are making a
positive contribution in communities across Ontario.”
The OTF’s Resilient Communities Fund will provide grants
of up to $150,000 to help eligible non-profit organizations
rebuild and recover from the impacts of COVID-19 with support for:

Equipping board members and employees with supports to
implement new approaches, prepare for change and build
resiliency (e.g. organizational training and coaching, strategic planning and implementation, research & development,
mental and physical health and wellbeing supports);
Improving and increasing ability to access financial resources
and develop new and/or alternative sources of revenues (e.g.
develop fundraising plans, identify fundraising and financial
technology resources, seek opportunities for public-private
partnerships and social finance);
Adapting or re-imagining the delivery of programs and services to meet the needs of the community, employees and
volunteers (e.g. identify new health and safety processes and
required personal protective equipment; technology supports; staffing and volunteer recruitment and training);
Procuring equipment or renovating spaces to meet the changing needs of the organization; its programs and services, and
adapt to new ways of working (e.g. equipment and/or renovations to meet changing technology health and safety, and
service delivery requirements); and
Creating and/or adopting new approaches for organizations
to work together to meet the needs of communities (e.g.
peer learning, professional development, networking, resource, knowledge and data sharing).
Thompson is encouraging all eligible groups to apply for a
grant. “This funding can be very helpful for local organizations. For more information, please visit the Ontario Trillium
Foundation website on eligibility requirements and application deadlines, or contact my offices in Blyth (519-523-4251)
or Kincardine (519-396-3007).”

MacEwen
Farm Repair
Laverne Brubacher

519-292-0078

45961 Salem Rd. Clifford
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laverne@huronexcavating.ca

Farm Equipment
Repair and Service
All makes and Models

Rod MacEwen
45272 Lakelet Rd.

Clifford
519 291 8075
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Wroxeter Hall News
The Wroxeter Community Hall has
now reopened for the Coffee Club
from 6:00am to 10:00am., Monday
to Friday. We opened on Tuesday,
August 4th. Thanks to everyone for
rejoining us for a coffee and a visit.
The Wednesday night pool group has
also returned for their weekly game.
Welcome Back!
At this time, the Friday evening Pub Night remains closed . Please
follow us on our facebook page for our latest updates, Wroxeter
Community Hall, 1094 Centre Street.
We thank everyone for their understanding. Please stay safe.

Gorrie Hall News
Due to Covid 19 our Fall Dance on October 3
has been cancelled.
We hope to resume our dances in 2021.
Please stay safe.

Cory McGill Construction
Concrete forming and pads
Renovations
Roofing-steel or asphalt

Free estimates

Siding
Soffit and Fascia
Seamless Eavestrough

519-327-9615

Belmore Hall News
Belmore Hall remains closed for now.
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CLASSIFIEDS
PSW Positions

Regular Part Time Personal Support Positions are available
immediately at the Fordwich Village Nursing Home.
This small Community Home requires Senior Friendly Long Term
Care Staff who are caring and mindful of the needs of our Elderly.
Regular Rotations of Evenings and Nights based on alternate
weekends - 6-8 shifts per pay period.
Personal Support Worker Certificate is necessary.

HELP WANTED

Part-Time Caretaker position at Belle Haven Apartments in Belmore
Approximately 10-15 hours per week
Duties Include: General Cleaning - Small Maintenance tasks
Monthly fire tests/alarm checks
Garbage and Recycling duties - Grounds Maintenance(flower
beds grass cutting/trimming - Snow blowing and shoveling
A detailed job description is available upon request
Please submit cover letter and resume with expected rate per
hour to: bellehaven@wightman.ca

Attention: Linda Walker
Closing date: September 16. 2020

A solid wood entertainment unit, including a flatscreen T.V. $350.00
Plaease call: 519-335-4106 afternoons or evenings.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! One Care is a non-profit agency
that supports individuals to stay in their home longer. We are
now offering meals on wheels to individuals who live in the
country as well as small towns in Huron County. We are looking for more volunteers in the northern areas.
Volunteers are needed to deliver meals to seniors in the
Forwich,Gorrie and Wroxeter areas. Mileage is reimbursed.
Please call Grace at One Care for more information at 1-877502-8277 or emailvolunteering@onecaresupport.ca
Wanted: Old local newspapers (even back to the 1800’s), the
older the better, or old obituaries or scrapbooks (from Huron &
Bruce Counties) that you no longer want. I would love to take
them off your hands for historical projects I am working on.
Even if you would share them with me that would be great. I
never cut articles out….just photocopy. Please call Louise at
519-335-6183.
Huron Hauling and Earthwork –Trucking equipment, freight,
hay and straw. 8 Tonne excavator and 90 HP track loader- excavating services, fenceline and brush, rock pile removal, site
work and grading. Tractor and offroad gravel dump trailer with
flotation tires for hauling gravel, rocks, brush or fill. Call Laverne,
519-292-0078
Custom Windows and Doors; Vinyl siding, glass and
screen. Also Phantom Retractable Screens.
Diedrich Reimer, 89701 Belmore Line, R.R. 1, Wroxeter, N0G 2X0
Planning a holiday? Need someone to house-sit (includes
pet care)? If interested, please call 905-590-0054. References
available.
For sale: Horten Hawk SL crossbow c/w Bushnell scope and
arrows…..$250.00.
Remington Nitromag Pump 12 gauge shotgun. Cambo covered. Take 2 3/4” - 31/2”. New condition…..$500.00. Call 519418-9963
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Celebrations
Congratulations to
Ron and Sharon
(Horton) Douglas,
who recently
celebrated their 55th
wedding anniversary.
From Your
Howick friends and
neighbours.
To my Family and Good Friends
A note of thanks for all the many
beautiful cards, flowers and gifts etc.
in honour of my 90th birthday
celebration on August 9th.
All was much appreciated.
Sincerely
Ilene Hastie

CLASSIFIEDS
Garden tilling, brush hogging, post hole auger and snow blowing. Phone (cell) 519-444-8710 (home) 519-392-6125.
Quality Furniture item for sale
Armoire $150.00 Please call to see 519 505 1525.
Cover Crops: Cleaned oat/pea mixes. Ed Vandonkersgoed
519-357-0309

COMING EVENTS
Alcoholics Anonymous If you feel your drinking is a problem, please call for confidential information and local meeting
times. 519-500-0278.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly With the help of a support group
we learn to make healthy lifestyle changes. Anyone is welcome
to come to any of our meetings to see what we are about. We
meet every Wednesday at 6:45 p.m.. at Gorrie United Church.
Gorrie and Wroxeter United Church The collection of Pop
Cans is an ongoing project. We thank all who have helped with
this in the past and encourage your kindness in the months to
come. Pop cans, placed curbside prior to 9:00 a.m. in the
villages of Gorrie and Wroxeter will be collected by volunteers
on the first Saturday of each month.

Do you have something to Sell,
need to Buy something?
Do you have a Coming Event you
would like to share?
How about a Birthday, Anniversary or
Birth Announcemnt?
Contact: whatshappeninginhowick@gmail.com
www.howicknews.ca
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MAITLAND VALLEY CAMERA CLUB

We thank Cameron and Alice Yuill for offering their new deck
for our August 20th meeting. We were able to social distance
as we viewed our challenge photos on their big screen TV.
Thanks so much, greatly appreciated. It was a very enjoyable
evening.
Many of our members have out with their cameras on local
photo shoots.
Please continue to follow us on our Facebook page for the
our photos and latest updates. Maitland Valley Camera Club
Please stay safe everyone.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

Car – Truck Motorcycle Tour
5
s
r
e
on
Cruis
Sunday, September 13th
in Howick Township
HURO N

County

Meet at the Howick Township
Community Centre,
45088 Harriston Road (Highway 87)
by 1:00 p.m., leaving arena at 1:30 sharp
Approximately 2 - 2 ½ hour route
Vehicles must be licensed and insured,
drivers must be at least 16 years of age,
and licensed to drive.

No public washrooms available
throughout the tour
Masks and Social Distancing required at Community Centre
Spectators are reminded to maintain social
distancing in the villages of
Fordwich, Gorrie, Wroxeter and Belmore

Vintage vehicles, as well as newer models,
are invited to participate in the tour
Final destination will be Howick Community Centre
Inquiries – phone Marion Feldskov,
519-335-3269 or email feldskov@wightman.ca
NO
RAIN
DATE!

Liz Allan

Deb Griffey
Now more than ever our small
businesses need your support!
Many of our friends and neighbours are trying
to support their families with their business.
Before you go on-line or to big box,
try shopping local first!

STEVE’S
Landscape
and
Construction
TOPSOIL, MULCH, STONES, PAVERS,
POND ACCESSORIES,AND MUCH MORE
COME SEE OUR SHOWROOM DESIGN CENTRE AND
GET IDEAS FOR YOUR BACKYARD RETREAT!

CALL 519-335-6811

AND TALK TO STEVE OR NATHAN
www.steveslandscapeandcon.com

2040 RAIL LINE ROAD, GORRIE

HOURS: FRIDAY 8 AM – 6 PM, SATURDAY 8 AM TO 2 PM
www.howicknews.ca
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We reach everyone in Howick !
whatshappeninginhowick@gmail.com

To serve is a Privilege
to serve better is an Art
401 Albert Street, Box 340
Brussels, ON N0G 1H0

riversidefuneralhome@hotmail.com
www.riversidefuneralhome.ca

Phone: 519 887 6336 Fax 519 887 6438

Midwestern Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independantly Owned and Operated

BOB HEIMPEL

Sales Representative
Direct: 519.502.5490
Office:519.291.1341

Fax: 519.291.1768
bob.heimpel@remax.net
www.midwesternrealty.ca
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